
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Sept. 7, 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 1950. 

 

ELMER JACKSON 
 

Elmer Jackson was just 12 years old when he began to fulfill his early ambition of seeing the world, And since then he has 

seen it all at first hand--has prospected in Australia and South Africa, mined in Alaska, travelled through Japan and the 

Orient, toured Europe, visited Scotland, the land of his ancestors and has spent some time in South America besides 

thoroughly covering this continent. 

He was born in 1881 in Kansas and was just two and a half years old when he came to this section with his parents. They 

settled on a homestead near Dewey where Elmer grew up. 

In 1893 Jackson left on his first travels and went to British Columbia.  There he worked in a meat market two years and was 

paid $12 a month and boarded himself. It was here that he learned the meat market business which he has followed 

intermittently ever since. 

His next destination was Australia where he stayed and worked for eight years. Australia was just being settled at that time 

and there was an influx of immigrants from all parts of the world. 

In Australia he farmed and prospected.  He spent three years in South Africa prospecting and mining and at one time had a 

meat shop in North Queensland. 

After coming back to the United States for a while he left for Alaska where he mined for six years. 

Wherever he travelled “I always have called Oak Harbor home," Jackson said. "The climate of Washington compares 

favorably with any that I have encountered, though 

I also like Southern Australia."  Jackson has been in the meat business five different times. He would sell out, go on his way 

for a few years, and finally come back and buy the shop again.  He built the present meat market 11 years ago. 

Jackson has been married for the last sixteen years and he and his wife have lived here most of that time. 

In reference to the depression, people on the Pacific Coast really know nothing of poverty as compared to droughts and 

"depressions" that have taken place in Australia, was Jackson's opinion. 

He enjoys a trip in the hills, prospecting, for a vacation and for pleasure likes horse-racing. ''I'll probably never go on any 

more world trips," Jackson concluded reflectively, "Because it's not so easy for a married man to travel.” 



 


